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How beautiful was 
the weather this 
week?!  We finally 
had some warm days!  
Up to this point, it 
seemed like we got 
another storm every 
single  week!  We 
have had snow on 
the ground since 
December 26.  It 
seems that it will be 
quite some time 
before it all melts.  
Even though the 
snow is fun and many 

Please – “Sno” More Snow! 

Winter Break – Vacation Cool Spots 
 
 

When you think of 
Winter Break, where 
do you think to travel? 
The best ski resorts 
are found in Colorado 
and Vermont.  Close to 
home, Mountain Creek 
has great hills and 
mountains.  If you’d 
like to get out of the 
frosty weather, 
cruises that tour the 
Caribbean Sea are 
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people like to go 
sledding, even some 
of the students are 
tired of having snow 
days!  The school has 
closed for three 
days: January 2, 
January 12, and 
February 2.  There 
also was an early 
dismissal on January 
7 and there were 
delayed openings on 
January 18 and 
January 21!   For a 
while it seemed like 

we’d never have a 
full week of school!  
Even though this 
week has been warm, 
we still have to 
worry about the rest 
of February and 
March.  Hopefully 
we’re all snowed out! 
 

  

popular.  In the winter 
Disney isn’t super-
crowded and even 
costs less!  How great 
is that?  Fewer people 
and fewer dollars!! If 
you are looking to get 
away to relax, the 
Florida beaches are a 
relaxing place to go.  
In Key Largo, Florida 
you can even swim with 
the dolphins!  If you 

don’t mind travelling for 
more than 20 hours, you 
can fly to Hawaii!  Aside 
from their awesome 
beaches you can also 
tour the Hawaiian 
volcanoes!  Whatever 
your destination, if you 
take the time to enjoy 
the people you’re with, 
you are guaranteed a 
great time! 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Kreative Kitchen 
Koncepts – Get out the 
mixing bowls and Betty 
Crocker mix and bake 
cupcakes and make some 
hot chocolate!  It not only 
will warm up your kitchen 
but it will make your whole 
house smell delicious! 
 
2.  Silly Snow 
Suggestions – We’ve had a 
lot of it already this 
season, so get suited up 
and build an igloo or go 
sleigh-riding with your 
friends.  If you want to 
get away for the day, take 
a bunch of people and go 
ice-skating at The Ice 
House in Hackensack.  And 
if you’re feeling quirky:  
fill up some spray bottles 
with warm water and food 
coloring and write or draw 
something fun in the snow.   
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3.  Make Movie Madness – 
Get copies of all of your 
favorite movies and do a 
movie marathon!  Pop some 
popcorn and buy some 
overpriced candy.  You could 
also be creative and bake a 
dessert that matches the 
movie you’re watching.  
(Watching Titanic?  How 
bout Ice Cream Sinks?   Get 
it … sinks instead of 
floats?!) 
 
4.  Reducing Room Rubbish 
- How about spending the 
day cleaning your room (Just 
kidding!)   
 
5.  Anti-Bored Board 
Games – Get out the 
classics.  You know you’ve 
got Monopoly or Apples to 
Apples just gathering dust 
in your basement closet.  Dig 
it out and play.  Make it 
more interesting and play 
for prizes!  Go to the Dollar 
Store and get some fun and 
funky toys to give to the 
winners! 
 

Those are just SOME of 
the things you could do on a 
snow day or any winter day.  
With all of these ideas, you 
can never be bored.     
 

 

  

  

Hate the long 
winter days?  Well, 

don’t get down … 
there are TONS of 
fun things you can 

do! 
 

5 Ways to Beat Winter Boredom!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For many weeks the 
headlines in the news have 

been about the crisis in 
Egypt, where the people 
have begun a fight for 

democracy. 
 

 
 

Egypt, the most popular  
country in the Arab world, 
broke out in mass protests 

in January 2011 as the 
residents began to protest 

against the rule of President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

 

 
 

Crisis in Egypt – A Pictorial Timeline 
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The crowd of angry 
protesters gathered in 

Cairo's Tahrir Square and 
across the country, chanting 
and calling on Mr. Mubarak 

to leave. 
 

 
 

After 18 days of protesting, 
Mubarak resigned and 

turned over all the power to 
the military in early 

February.  The people of 
Cairo set off a celebration 

saying, “Egypt is free!” 
 

 
 

Many U.S reporters have 
gone there to interview the 
people of Egypt, but have 

found it difficult to get 
people to agree to be on 

camera. 
 

 
 

Last week, the Egyptian 
military consolidated its 
control over the country. 

There continue to be many 
riots in the streets and it 

may not be a safe place to go 
right now.   

 
As Egypt begins to work 
towards a new political 

structure, it is hoped that 
everything will clear up and 

become safe again. 
 

 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And the Band Played On … 
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  On Thursday, January 13, 
2011 both the middle 
school and the high school 
bands performed in their 
highly anticipated Winter 
Concert.   
   The High School Wind 
ensemble played first; 
their concert lasted for 35 
minutes and consisted of 5 
pieces.   
  After the High School 
cleared the stage, the 
Middle Schoolers took 
their seats.   
  The Middle School Band 
played four pieces: March 
of the Hyperion Robots, 
Theme from Jurassic Park, 
Cassini’s Rings, and Cake 
Walk for Band.   

  

   When their concert 
finished the high school 
students joined them for 
the combined portion of 
the evening.  At this time, 
the former and upcoming 
Drum Majors from the 
marching band were 
recognized and the 2011-
2012 marching band show 
was announced.   
   The 2011-2012 show will 
be a combination of John 
Powell’s How to Train Your 
Dragon and Stravinsky’s 
Firebird Suite.    
    Dr. Chris Wilhjelm, band 
director for the 
Ridgewood Concert Band, 
directed the band on a 
specialty piece entitled: A 

Percy Grainger Portrait.   
   In addition to this, 
the combined bands 
played selections from 
How to Train Your 
Dragon, a sneak peek of 
next season’s marching 
band show.   
   They also showcased a 
piece entitled This Too 
Shall Pass which was 
chosen by the outgoing 
Drum Majors.    
   Judging by the 
applause, the audience 
was very impressed by 
the hard work the 
student musicians put in 
to make their concert a 
success. 
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We polled the 7th and 8th 
grade students about 
their Valentine’s Day 

expectations.  Here are 
the questions with the 

results!! 
 

What is the ideal 
Valentine’s Day Gift? 

32% - Chocolate 

 
34% - Flowers 

 
24% - Jewelry 

 
10% - Other 

 
Some of the “other” 
responses included: 

 
“Maybe a kiss?!” 

“Fine Dining” 
“Just Love – Don’t be 

materialistic!” 

  

Will you be giving 
anyone a Valentine’s 

Day gift? 
 

21% - Yes 

 
79% - No 

 
 

Do you think you’ll be 
receiving a Valentine’s 

Day gift? 
 

42% - Yes 

 
58% - No 

 
 
 

What is the strangest 
Valentine’s Day gift 
you’ve ever given or 

received? 
 

 “Sunglasses” 
“Nerds Candy” 

“A tie” 
“A bunny” 

“A chocolate iPod” 
“A firetruck” 

“A glass of water” 
“A punch in the arm” 

“2 lizards” 
“A box of crackerjacks 

and a baseball” 
“ A wet willy!” 
“A sandwich” 
“An orange” 

“A pair of NY Mets 
socks” 

“A pineapple” 
“A bathing suit” 

 

  

Valentine’s Day – Middle School Style! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

midlandparkschools. 
schoolwires.com 
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    Congratulations 

Green Bay Packers 
fans! Your team won 
Super Bowl XLV!    
   This year’s Super 
Bowl was an 
excellent match up 
between the 
Pittsburgh Steelers 
and the Green Bay 
Packers!   
    After all was said 
and done, Green Bay 
won 31-25!  The 
Pittsburgh Steelers 
did a great job, but 
just couldn’t pull 
through.   

Super Bowl XLV – Packers Win It! 
 

The 2011 Grammy Awards  
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We’re on the 

Web! 

See us at: 

 

From the red carpet to the Staples Center, this year’s 
Grammy’s were awesome!  There was great fashion, great 
music, and some surprising winners!  One of the most 
heartwarming performances was a tribute to Aretha 
Franklin.  Jennifer Hudson, Cristina Aguilera, Florence 
Welch, Yolanda Adams, and Martina McBride sang tribute 
songs.  Judging by the audiences’ applause and screaming 
they did a really great job!  One of the most talked about  

   Even non-sports fans 
enjoy this game and 
watch it for the 
commercials.  Because 
so many people watch 
this game, it costs 
companies a lot of 
money to buy 
commercial space.  It 
costs $2.5 million to 
purchase a 30-second 
commercial!   
   Some of the 
commercials that 
became popular were 
The Darth Vader 
Volkswagen Commercial, 
The Best Part Doritos 

Commercial and the 
Snickers Commercial. 

 
 

entrances was Lady Gaga.  She arrived in an egg, since her song was “Born This Way.”  That 
was sure an interesting idea, but that is how she is remembered; by her crazy outfits.  
Despite his popularity, Justin Bieber didn't win in his category.  He was beat out by 
Esperanza Spalding as the Best New Artist.  Even though he didn’t win, Justin Bieber did 
put on a good performance when he sang with Usher.  Another great singer was Bruno 
Mars.  A lot of people loved his re creation of “Grenade” in sort of an old-time perspective.  
Lady Antebellum won 5 awards that night.  They did a great job performing their song, 
“Need You Now.”  Between great performances, surprising awards, and great fashion, we 
can’t wait until the Grammy’s 2012. 
 


